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Thinking Green: The fraud on the electorate was perpetrated by the GSD 
Government 

  
The Government considers that the only people who have perpetrated a fraud on the 
electorate are the GSD Opposition who like to behave as if they have never been in 
Government and as if they did not have years of mismanagement and neglect to answer 
for. 
  
The plain fact is that, whether the Opposition like it or not, the Thinking Green seminar 
was an outstanding success. It was also perfectly consistent and in-line with the policy of 
the Government to promote and highlight the importance of environmental issues which is 
what we have pledged to do. 
  
It is also very strange that Opposition spokesman Selwyn Figueras, who was an invited 
guest at both the seminar and the dinner, should now become so critical of an event which 
he seemed to appreciate positively on the day. 
  
The criticism of the event, from a party that squandered millions and millions of pounds of 
taxpayers money over sixteen years in office, smacks of nothing more than sour grapes. 
The public will recall that many millions of pounds were spent on the hole where the 
Theatre Royal once stood. People will remember that an air terminal building which was 
once given a cost of £24 million has ended up costing over 80 million euros. 
  
Indeed, it is worth recalling that the changes to the air terminal design on the personal 
whim of former Chief Minister Peter Caruana cost the taxpayer about 60 times more than 
the Thinking Green seminar! 
  
Moreover, Mr Figueras seems to have forgotten that the fraud on the electorate was 
perpetrated by the GSD when they used design images of projects in their 2011 election 
manifesto which had been paid for by the taxpayer, not by the party. They also signed 
contracts after the general election had been called and when they were a caretaker 
Government, with one contract in particular signed on the day before polling day. They 
also rushed the partial opening of the new air terminal building, with workers drafted in to 
work long hours and weekends, purely and simply for electoral purposes in order to be 
able to carry out public viewings before Gibraltar went to the polls.  



  
Mr Figueras should learn that people in glass houses should not throw stones. 
  
The attempts by the Opposition to tarnish the image of the Minister for the Environment Dr 
John Cortes are absurd. Dr Cortes is a renowned expert in the field  and he has done 
more for the environment in Gibraltar in only eleven months than the GSD ever did in 
fifteen years in office. 
  
The reality is that the shallow criticism of a nitpicking Opposition and others of the same 
view, cannot tarnish the success of the event from an environmental perspective. It also 
shows how little they know about politics that they are prepared to quibble over the value 
of bringing a former President of the United States of America to Gibraltar when this in 
itself has an importance of its own outside the confines of the environment. 
  
  

 


